DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

And then she turned to consolation again, founded
on her absolute child-like belief in the personal
reunion of those who had loved on Earth, with a
perception, extraordinary in so young a woman, of
the quality of her mother's misery :

" Take courage, dear Mama, and feel strong in the
thought that you require all your moral and physical
strength to continue the journey which brings you
nearer to Home and to Him. I know how weary you
feel, how you long to rest your head on his dear
shoulder, to have him to soothe your aching heart.
You will find this rest again, and how blessed will it
not be ! Bear patiently and courageously your heavy
burden, and it will lighten imperceptibly as you near
him, and God's love and mercy will support you. Oh,
could my feeble words bring you the least comfort !
They come from a trusting, true and loving heart if
from naught else."1

After Princess Alice's marriage the Queen, still in
the strictest seclusion, went up to Balmoral, accom-
panied by her three younger daughters and sons, and
took in hand the accomplishment of the third of the
Prince Consort's arrangements for his children,
writing to the father of Princess Alexandra, and
obtaining his formal permission for the Prince of
Wales to propose marriage to her. She had not yet
seen her ; and now she went to stay with Uncle
Leopold at Laeken, where the Princess and her
parents came for her inspection. It was a terrible
ordeal to receive them without Albert's support, but
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